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Rate of children 
adopted before their  
fifth birthday almost 
tripled in 10 years
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Cross-UK comparison of rate of looked after 
children per 10,000 children, 2004-2017

Scotland (LAC 
away from home)

Wales

Northern Ireland

England

Rate of children 
looked after and 

placed away from 
home increased by 

three quarters

Large increases in 
children away from 
home and adopted

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

14.0%

St
ir

lin
g

A
b

er
d

ee
n

sh
ir

e
M

or
ay

Sc
o

tt
is

h
 B

o
rd

er
s

N
o

rt
h 

La
n

ar
ks

h
ir

e
H

ig
hl

an
d

P
er

th
 &

 K
in

ro
ss

Ea
st

 R
en

fr
ew

sh
ir

e
Fi

fe
W

es
t 

D
un

b
ar

to
ns

h
ir

e
Ed

in
b

u
rg

h
, C

it
y 

o
f

Fa
lk

ir
k

So
ut

h
 L

an
ar

ks
h

ir
e

D
u

n
d

ee
 C

it
y

Ea
st

 D
u

n
ba

rt
o

n
sh

ir
e

Sc
o

tl
a

nd
G

la
sg

o
w

 C
it

y
W

es
t 

Lo
th

ia
n

A
rg

yl
l &

 B
ut

e
A

b
er

d
ee

n
 C

it
y

So
ut

h
 A

yr
sh

ir
e

In
ve

rc
ly

d
e

R
en

fr
ew

sh
ir

e
Sh

et
la

n
d

Ea
st

 A
yr

sh
ir

e
Ea

st
 L

o
th

ia
n

D
u

m
fr

ie
s 

&
 G

a
llo

w
ay

A
n

gu
s

N
o

rt
h 

A
yr

sh
ir

e
M

id
lo

th
ia

n
C

la
ck

m
an

na
n

sh
ir

e

4.4% - one in every 23 children
investigated for child protection

before the age of 4

Child Protection Investigations
• Variations in Local Authority rates of child protection 

investigations from 1.2% to 13.0% by age 4.
• 3.1% of children on CPregister before age 4
• Three-quarters (73.4%) on CP register had never had 

concerns about sexual or physical abuse
• Main areas of concern where registered were:

Neglect in 40%
Emotional Abuse 29%


